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5th annual Fire & Ice Festival a success despite weather challenges
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EASTON — With ice sculptures positioned at restaurants, stores and
downtown landmarks, many Easton residents and visitors enjoyed the
fifth annual Chesapeake Fire & Ice Festival last weekend.

Friday brought clear skies for the event’s opening night, while Saturday
attendees endured rainy conditions. Despite the suboptimal weather
Saturday, festival organizers say it was a success.

Cascading Carlos at Chesapeake Fire & Ice
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Jude Spillman, left, and Sara Guest, middle, get an up close and personal look at Carlos Mir’s juggling and fire abilities during the Chesapeake Fire & Ice Fe
Feb. 14.
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An Ice Lab professional carves a firetruck ice sculpture in front of
Easton's Town Hall Friday during the Chesapeake Fire & Ice
Festival.
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Holly DeKarske, executive director of the Easton Economic Development
Corporation, said solid crowds made their way to the festival Saturday
before the afternoon rain hit.

There were over 60 ice sculptures around town, including a firetruck and
firefighter in front of Easton’s Town Hall. Attendees watched the
firetruck carving process happen Friday evening.

“We had more ice this year,” DeKarske said. “And it was spread out
from The Market at Dover Station down to Talbot Town (Shopping
Center) all the way down to The Academy (Art Museum). So it was nice to
get traffic walking and flowing all through town.”

In the Waterfowl Festival building on South Harrison Street, children
enjoyed crafts. Across the way, many gathered around fire pits for food,
drinks and games. St. Michaels-based Lyon Rum served cocktails and
Delmarva Craft offered local wines and beers.

DeKarske said the fire pavilion was a major addition to this year’s
festival, especially as people looked for cover from the rain.

“It worked out really well, and we’d like to do that again,” DeKarske
said. “People seemed to really enjoy that, and being able to have the
music right there and have a beer garden. We had some snack food, but
of course, we want you to go and eat at the restaurants.”

With five years of Chesapeake Fire & Ice complete, DeKarske hopes it
can grow in the future. She pointed out that she’d like to see not just
more locals, but more out-of-town visitors in attendance.



“It’s also great to have people from out of town who will spend the night
in our hotels,” DeKarske said. “And that brings in accommodations tax,
which helps fund the county and our municipalities. It’s great to bring
those dollars in.”

Adding a day onto the festival schedule is a possibility, she said.

“If we can find a way to maybe expand into Sunday a little bit to
encourage sort of that two-night stay, it’d be great,” DeKarske said.
“And just help to sort of feed the tax base here, which would be nice.”

Carlos Mir, known by his stage name of “Cascading Carlos,” has
performed at the festival since its inception. The skilled juggler and
two-time Guinness World Record holder was at his usual spot last
weekend, Thompson Park at the corner of Dover and Washington
streets.

Mir performed for festivalgoers, including many families, spinning and
juggling fire. Easton residents Sara Guest and Jude Spillman were the
two of the first to watch Mir work his magic Friday evening.

Carlos Mir, or "Cascading Carlos," performs for a family at the
Chesapeake Fire & Ice Festival on Feb. 14, 2025.
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Mir said the first annual Chesapeake Fire & Ice Festival was a hit. He
recalled crowds of people filling up the grass around Thompson Park and
standing on the brick walls.

“The way they kicked it off, it was the first year, everything seemed to be
like, it was a novelty,” Mir said. “ … The success of that one, I came back
the next year. And I did Friday night and Saturday.”

The skilled performer has been back every year since. Mir said it’s an
“awesome event” put on by organizers and the Town of Easton.



As evening turned to night Friday, more attendees gathered at
Thompson Park to get a close look at Mir’s performance.

Mir said his favorite part about the event is interacting with the
audience, especially children.

“You just look at everyone playing with analog,” Mir said. “They’re
playing with toys, they’re not on the digital end of it. And you just see it.
I just love that aspect of the juggling and what I can offer to people.”


